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Open Book Festival — 7th to 11th September 2013, Cape Town
Free tickets to SA PEN members!!!

The Open Book Festival will again be partnering with SA PEN
on various elements of the festival and thus the organisers are OPEN
offering free tickets to SA PEN members as follows: BOOK

CAPE TOWN

Offer No. 1 - Event — PEN Dialogue: Gillian Slovo (25thi
President of English PEN, pictured below) and Nig Mhlongo discuss the Politics of

_ Literature and the Literature of Politics. Chaired by Derrick Higginbotham.

Date: Tuesday, 10th September 2013
Venue: Fugard Theatre

Time: 12.00 - 13.00 _
Visit http://openbookfestival.co.za/programme/pen-dialogue/
for more information.

secure your complimentary ticket to this event.
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Events — 50 Shades of Feminism 1 and 50 Shades of Feminism 2, The South
African Edition

50 Shades of Feminism 1

Date: Saturday, 7th September
Venue: Fugard Theatre
Time: 12.00 - 13.00
Ticket price: R40,00

SA PEN hosts a discussion about the recently published 50 Shades of Feminism with:

% Rachel Holmes (co-editor of 50 Shades of Feminism, Board Member of English
PEN, Head of Literature and Spoken Word at L o n d Soath Bank Centre),

% Gillian Slovo (contributor to 50 Shades of Feminism and President of English
PEN),

% NoViolet Bulawayo (2009 PEN/Studzinski Literary Award finalist, winner of the

2011 Caine Prize, currently longl i st ed for this yferdar’ s

debut novel We Need New Names) and
% Kamila Shamsie (trustee of English PEN and Free Word).
% Chaired by Margie Orford, Vice President of SA PEN.
Visit  http://openbookfestival.co.za/programme/pen-presents-50-shades-of-feminism/

for more information.

50 Shades of Feminism 2, The South African Edition

Date: Saturday, 7th September
Venue: Fugard Theatre
Time: 14.00 - 15.00
Ticket price: R40,00

The discussion continues with Pumla Gqola (What is Slavery to Me?
Postcolonial/Slave memory in Post-apartheid South Africa), Reneilwe Malatji (Love
Interrupted), Fiona Snyckers (Trinity Rising, Trinity on Air, Team Trinity) and Khosi
Xaba (Running and other stories). Chaired by Margie Orford. Presented by SA PEN.
Visit  http://openbookfestival.co.za/programme/pen-presents-50-shades-of-feminism-

the-sa-edition/ for more information.
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n Offer No. 2 - Buy one ticket to 50 Shades of Feminism 1 and

S get a complimentary ticket to 50 Shades of Feminism 2, The
South  African Edition. Purchase your ticket at

https://www.webtickets.co.za/EventCategories.aspx?itemid=405820685 and then
email Deborah at rudebs@icon.co.za to request your complimentary ticket. No proof
of purchase required as webtickets will be aware of your booking.

The full Open Book Festival programme is available at www.openbookfestival.co.za.
SA PEN members André P. Brink, Andrew Brown, Brent Meersman, Dawn Garisch,
Diane Awerbuck, Don Pinnock, Emma van der Vliet, Finuala Dowling, Fiona
Snyckers, Gareth Crocker, Helen Moffett, Henrietta Rose-Innes, Imraan Coovadia,
Jamala Safari, Justin Fox, Lauren Beukes, Liesl Jobson, Malika Ndlovu, Margie
Orford, Michiel Heyns, Mike Nicol, Mike van Graan, Rustum Kozain, Sally
Partridge, Sarah Lotz, Tan Twan Eng, Yewande Omotoso, and Zapiro will be
participating in the Festival.

++++++++++++

Open Book 2014 Diary

The must-have accessory for next year is the slim, stylish unique and limited edition
2014 Diary, produced for and by the Open Book Festival. Featuring top tips for what
is on in Cape Town next year, plus international literature dates, literary facts to wow
your friends with and contributions from 12 of South Africa's best-loved authors, this
will be a stylish companion for any desk or bag for the whole of next year. A snip at
R190 - grab a copy now and avoid disappointment!

++++++++++++

Open Book Festival attempts a Guinness World Record, Tuesday, 27th August
2013, Central Library, Cape Town

The Central Library (corner of Parade and Darling Streets) Cape Town, and the Open
Book Festival have decided to, in celebration of all things literary, attempt to break a
Guinness World Record in the build-up to the festival in September.

On Tuesday, 27" August at 9.00 a.m., they will attempt to knock down a 2 500
strong book domino chain at the library in central Cape Town. The current record is
held by Seattle Public Library with 2 131 books. Everyone is welcome to come along
and watch and cheer from the sidelines. This is more than just us having fun though -
please bring a book to donate to Westridge Library (the focus school of the 2013
Open Book Library Project).
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Book Launch: Bloody Satisfied edited by Joanne Hichens, Johannesburg, 29th
August 2013
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Joanne Hichens in conversation with Yewande Omotoso,
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Had a book published recently? Attended or participated in a Festival? Won an
award? Achieved a personal milestone of note? The compiler would welcome any
news of your activities for future issues of the SA PEN e-newsletter. Please e-mail
your contributions to rudebs@icon.co.za.
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John Ralston Saul, President of International PEN writes to VVladimir Putin

On the one-year anniversary of the Pussy Riot convictions, John Ralston Saul writes
to President Putin of the Russian Federation:

Brownlow House Tel: +44 (0) 20 7405 0338

50/51 High Holborn Fax: +44 (0) 7405 0339

London WC1V 6ER Email: info@pen-international.org

UK Web: www.pen-international.org
15 August 2013

President Vladimir Putin
23, llyinka Street,
Moscow, 103132, Russia

Your Excellency,

| write to you as the President of PEN International, the writers’ and free
expression organisation with 140 Centres in over 100 countries around the

world, including Russia and many other countries in your region.

17 August 2013 marks the first anniversary of the convictions of Nadezhda
Tolokonnivova, Mariya Alekhina and Yekaterina Samutsevich - three members
of the Russian female punk band, Pussy Riot. Convicted on charges of
‘hooliganism motivated by religious hatred’ following Pussy Riot's performance
of a ‘punk prayer' at the Christ the Saviour Cathedral in Moscow in February
2012, each woman was punished with a two-year prison sentence (although

Samutsevich’s sentence was later suspended).

The convictions and sentencing of Tolokonnivova, Alekhina and Samutsevich —
which have been widely condemned inside Russia and throughout the world -
represent a violation of their right to free expression as guaranteed by Article 19
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, ratified by Russia in
1973. One year after their convictions, these young women are now recognised
across Russia and the rest of the world as victims of the crackdown on

dissenting voices initiated by the government of the Russian Federation.
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Laura McVeigh Margaret Atwood, Nials Barford, President / Président / Prasidenta
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Matvejovic, Toni Marrison, Boris A.

Novak, Michael Scammeil, Eugene
Schoulgin, Tharnas von Vegesack
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PEN's deep concern over the continued detention of Tolokonnivova and
Alekhina is matched by our alarm over recent changes in Russian law that

unlawfully restrict free expression.

In June 2013, you signed an amendment to Article 148 of the Russian Criminal
Code, making ‘public acts expressing manifest disrespect for society and carried
out with the goal of insulting the feelings of religious believers' a criminal offence
with punishments of up to three years’ imprisonment. It is widely believed that
this change in law was inspired by the Pussy Riot case. In the same month, a
law prohibiting the ‘propaganda of non-traditional sexual relationships’ was also
passed, which bans any activity that could be construed as promoting a non-
heterosexual lifestyle. This new law created a series of administrative penalties
in the form of fines, suspensions for legal entities, and deportations for foreign

nationals.

These two pieces of legislation are deeply worrying to supporters of free
expression everywhere. Viewed alongside July 2012’s re-criminalisation of
defamation, and the continued imprisonment of two members of Pussy Riot, we
believe they demonstrate that the Russia Federation is taking an increasingly

regressive approach to freedom of expression.

PEN International calls on the Russian Federation to immediately release the
imprisoned members of Pussy Riot and to revoke the sentences of all three
members of the band. We urge the Russian Federation to repeal its trio of anti-
free expression laws - the re-criminalisation of defamation, the ban on the
‘propaganda of non-traditional sexual relationships,’ and the religious insult law.
And finally, we call upon your government to fully comply with its obligations
under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights to respect freedom

of opinion and expression.

Yours sincerely,

John Ralston Saul
International President

e
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Forthcoming events

% Edinburgh International Book Festival — 10th to 26th August 2013.
https://www.edbookfest.co.uk

% Jozi Book Fair - 25th to 26th August 2013, Johannesburg.
www.jozibookfair.co.za

% Mail & Guardian Literary Festival — 30th August to 21st September 2013.

http://mg.co.za/report/mg-literary-festival-2013

National Book Week — 2nd to 8th September 2013. www.sabookcouncil.co.za

International Literacy Day — 8th September 2013

International Festival of Literature Berlin - 4th to 15th September 2013.

www.literaturfestival.com

Open Book Festival - 7th to 11th September 2013, Cape Town.

www.openbookfestival.co.za

International Literacy Day — 8th September 2013

PEN International Congress - Reykjavic, Iceland from 8th to 11th September

2013

Reykjavik International Literary Festival — Reykjavic, Iceland from 11th to

15th September 2013. www.bokmenntahatid.is

% International Translation Day — 30th September 2013
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Members’ Publications

Bloody Satisfiededited by Joanne Hichens

The inaugural Short Sharp Stories anthology, Bloody Satisfied,
includes twenty-four top stories, and is introduced with a
rollicking foreword by Deon Meyer. It is a collection of

ELUDD thrilling twist-in-the-tale storiesthat makego od on t he * Bl 0«

SATISFIED

JOANNE HICHENS

Sat i sf i e dlickamu sexysioriss €hat brim with danger
and elements of the sinister; sophisticated stories that focus on
the subtler crimes of everyday life; smart stories that invert
==~ expectations and linger in the mind.
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FOREWORD BY

Authors featured are: Roger Smith, Yewande Omotoso, Peter
Church, Greg Lazarus, Nechama Brodie, Chris Nicholson, T.O.
Molefe, Luke Fiske, Megan Furniss, Sandile Memela, Dawn Garisch, Peter
Merrington, Siphiwo Mahala, Anthony Ehlers, Jill Morsbach, Liam Kruger, Amy
Heydenrych, Beth Hunt, Anirood Singh, Andrew Salomon, Mncedise Thambe, Jo
Stielau, Colin Ward and Melissa Siebert, with a foreword by Deon Meyer and an
afterword by Michael Stanley.

The winners of the inaugural Short Sharp Stories Awards for 2013, selected from
more than 200 entries, are Dawn Garisch (Best Story), Roger Smith (Best Thriller),
T.0. Molefe (Most Original Story) and Liam Kruger (Best New Voice).
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